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18 September 2026 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

After being apart for the summer holidays, it is lovely to have the school community 

back together as we embark on a new, and exciting, academic year together. I would 

like to extend a warm welcome to all the children and families who have joined us; we 

are so pleased that you are part of the Saltwood ‘family’.  

 

Whilst there has been a lot of exciting things happening in school, my first newsletter 

of the year mostly contains several reminders so that everyone is on the ‘same page’.  

 

I hope you all have an enjoyable weekend.  

 

Best wishes 

Martin Thomas 

Acting Headteacher 

 

Earlier this week we shared with you a copy of the report that 

Ofsted wrote after they inspected our school in July 2026. As I 

explained in my covering letter, we are all very proud of the 

outcomes. You can access our latest Ofsted report via this link. 

Saltwood CofE Primary School - Open - Find an Inspection Report - Ofsted 

Very shortly you will be able to access the report card from our school website and our 

social media pages.  

 

 

Smartphone Free School 

We are now a Smartphone free school. This means that children are 

not permitted to bring a smartphone to school. It is only those Year 6 

children who walk to or from school alone who have reason to bring a 

phone to school, and now this will need to be a ‘dumb-phone’.  

 

This term we are reflecting on being back together again and celebrating our school 
community (Nehemiah 1-6), how to flourish together (John 10:1-15) and be 
compassionate towards each other.  

 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/118744


Smartwatches are also not permitted to be used on the school premises. 

Further information in the paragraph below. 

We would also politely ask parents/carers to refrain from using their 

mobile devices while on school grounds. Thank you for your cooperation 

and support. 

 

 

Uniform, including earrings in PE.  

At the start of a new school year, it can be useful to share some reminders; 

Jewellery (including watches) and Hair accessories. 

Earrings: These must be simple gold or silver studs. Please arrange ear piercings for 

the start of the summer holiday.  

Watches: These can be digital or analogue. Smartwatches are not permitted. Some 

children are wearing watches that look like Smartwatches, or have a ‘School Mode’. 

Please help us by not sending your child in with any watch that even resembles a 

Smartwatch. Fit-bit type devices are not necessary or encouraged.  

Hair accessories: These should be simple hair bands or clips, red, black or white in 

colour. We discourage excessively large bows or bands.  

 

Wearing Jewellery (including earrings) in PE and Sport Lessons. 

Wearing of jewellery of any kind, including watches and earrings, is not permitted in PE 

or sport lessons. This is in line with policy advice from national sporting bodies, 

including the Association for Physical Education.  

We ask parents/carers to support the school’s work by; 

- Ensuring children do not wear earrings to school on the days they have PE, or 

another sporting event, such as Sports Day or a session with an external coach.  

- Having their child’s ears pierced at the start of the summer holiday, to allow 

healing time. 

 

What if a child has their ears pierced?  

During the period of time following the piercing and the earrings being safely removed 

(approximately 6 weeks), children will only be allowed to participate in PE lessons or 

after school clubs if both of the following conditions are met; 

1) the school has received written permission, and acceptance of risk, from a 

parent/carer. This can be via email. Verbal permission alone is not accepted. 

2) the child has their earrings taped over before they come to school, or they can 

tape over their earrings themselves. Note that school staff will not tape over a 

child’s earrings.  

If either, or both, of these conditions are not met, the child will take a non-physical 

role in the PE lessons. For example, they may be a referee or help with the organisation 

of the equipment.  

Teachers/coaches withhold the right to remove any child from the physical element of 

a PE lesson if they deem the risk to a child wearing earrings is too high. 

 



What if my child represents the school at a sports event?  

Jewellery of any kind must be removed if your child represents the school in any 

competitions/events organised by external agencies, including The Shepway Sports 

Trust, in line with their risk assessments. 

 

Coats 

On Thursday, we couldn’t go to the church for our worship as too many children didn’t 

have coats. As we don’t like to let a bit of rain stop our plans, please send your child to 

school with a coat.  

 

Dogs On School Site 

Please be reminded that no dogs should be brought on to the school site during drop 

off or pick up times by parents or carers (even if they are being carried) unless they 

are a registered Guide Dog or Assistance Dog.  

 

Parking and Parents Using the Car Park 

Today, we received a complaint from a resident on Grange Rd that a parent had 

partially blocked their driveway, preventing them from leaving. They included an image 

of a black SUV. I acknowledge that parking is very difficult at certain times, but I 

please ask that everyone considers our local residents when they park, even if it is 

“only for 5 minutes”. Perhaps you could park further away and walk to school.  

Furthermore, a polite reminder that, unless you have a Blue Badge, or permission from 

the school, parents/carers should not be driving into the school car park. This includes 

those dropping off for Breakfast Club and collecting from After School Club. Thank 

you.  

 

Attendance 

I am so pleased that the Ofsted inspectors recognised the importance that we have 

placed on attendance and punctuality. This focus will continue and we will monitor the 

attendance data closely.  

If you need to seek some absence from school, please send a request to the 

enquiries@saltwood.kent.sch.uk email address. Please note, absences will only be 

authorised if they meet the criteria set out in our attendance policy, which can be seen 

on our website.  

Our school attendance data is currently 97.5%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@saltwood.kent.sch.uk


Have Your (Child’s) Voice Heard 

The Children’s Commissioner contacted all schools, asking if any children would like to 

complete her new survey, The Big Future. Under the Children Act 2004, it is her role to 

promote the views and interests of children in England, and she has done this so far by 

conducting the two largest ever children’s surveys: The Big Ask and The Big Ambition. 

If you would like your child to complete the survey, follow this 

link: http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture. 
 

 

Good Citizens 

Congratulations to Nora (in Class 4) who is this week’s Good Citizen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture


 

Community News 

 

 

Folkestone Junior Chess Club (FJCC) 

The FJCC is the only dedicated junior chess club in SE Kent. Chess is the only 

computer game parents approve of. We would be delighted to see them and improve 

their chess. 

https://folkestonejnrchess.wixsite.com/juniors 

FJCC: St John's Hall, 2 St Johns Church Rd, Folkestone CT19 5BQ   

 

https://folkestonejnrchess.wixsite.com/juniors


 

 


