
Saltwood Primary School reading spine 

Our whole-school reading spine consists of carefully selected, high-quality books that expose children to a wide variety of genres, authors, cultures and perspectives. The collection 
celebrates diversity and represents a range of minority groups, helping children to develop empathy, broaden their understanding of the world and see themselves reflected in the books 
they read.  

Within their classes, children will explore these texts through VIPERS and a range of other engaging activities, developing their vocabulary, comprehension and critical thinking skills while 
demonstrating their understanding of what they have read, whilst also promoting a love of reading. 

 We have decided on an annual focus on Michael Morpurgo as a continued theme in KS2. The books selected develop progressively as the children move up the school. 

 Term 1  Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year R The Colour Monster by 
Anna Llenas 
I love my Cat by Simon 
Mole 
Together with you by 
Patricia Toht 
We’re going on a leaf 
hunt by Steve Metzger 
The Cave by Rob 
Hodgson 
 The Roll Away 
Pumpkin by Junia 
Wonders 
Sweep by Louise Greig 
Little Red Hen- 
Traditional tale. 
 

Jack Frost by Kazuno 
Kohara 
Betty and the Yeti by 
Ella Burfoot 
Winter Sleep by Sean 
Taylor 
Magic porridge pot by 
Rosie Dickins 
Home by Carson Ellis  
Our Tower by Joseph 
Coelho 
Let’s build a house by 
Mick Manning 

Jolly Postman by Janet 
and Allen Ahlberg  
Doctosaurus by Emi-
Lou May  
Real Superheroes by 
Julia Seal 
You can’t call an 
elephant in an 
emergency by Patricia 
Cleveland-Peck 
Awesome Ambulances 
by Tony Milton 
A practical present for 
Phillipa Pheasant by 
Briony May Smith 

She Rex by Michelle 
Robinson 
The Girl and the 
dinosaur by Hollie 
Hughes 
How to Grow a 
dinosaur by Caryl Hart 
Tyranosaurus Drip by 
Julia Donaldson 
Worrysaurus by Rachel 
Bright 
Questions and 
Answers- Dinosaurs by 
Katie Daynes 
Billy and the Beast by 
Nadia Shireen 

Oliver’s Vegetables by 
Vivian French 
Betty Buglove series by 
Catherine Jacob 
Busy Spring by Sean 
Taylor 
Growing Frogs by Vivian 
French 
Yucky worms by Vivian 
French 
The very Hungry 
Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
Superworm by Julia 
Donaldson 
Jack and the Beanstalk- 
Traditional tale 

How the Crab got his 
claws by Rosie Dickins 
Don’t worry little crab 
by Chris Haughon 
Seaside holidays in the 
past by Allan Brodie 
Look what I found at 
the seaside by Moira 
Butterfield 
A first book of the Sea 
(poems) by Nicola 
Davies 
The sharing shell by 
Julia Donaldson 
The Snail and the 
Whale by Julia 
Donaldson 

Year 1 How to hide a lion from 
grandma? by Helen 
Stevens 
Monkey puzzle by Julia 
Donaldson  
Each peach, pear plum 
by Janet and Allan 
Alhberg 
Funny Bones by Allan 
Alhberg 
Dogger by Shirley 
Hughes 

Peace at Last by Jill 
Murphy 
Billy’s Bucket by Kes 
Gray 
Winter’s child by 
Angela McAllister 
How to catch a monster 
by Adam Wallace 
Where the wild things 
are by Maurice Sendak 
 

The Tale of Peter 
Rabbit by Beatrix Potter 
Tidy by Emily Gravett 
Bottle Fish by Amy 
Gash 
Miss Armitage on 
Wheels by Quentin 
Blake 
Once upon a journey by 
Nick Butterworth 
A bear called 
Paddington by Michael 
Bond 

Grendel – Cautionary 
tale by David Lucas 
You’re a bad man Mr 
Gum by Andy Stanton 
 

Traditional tales- 
Ugly duckling 
Emperor’s new clothes 
Thumberlina 
Rumpelstiltskin 
Princess and the Pea 
Goldilocks and three 
Bears 

Winnie the Pooh 
(chapter book) by A.A. 
Milne 
Mrs Pepperpot by Alf 
Proysen 
 



Not now Bernard by 
David McGee 
 

Year 2 Elmer by David McKee  
Giraffes Can’t Dance by 
Giles Andreae 
Amazing Grace by Mary 
Hoffman  
Festivals (KS1 SATs past 
paper) 
The Vegetable Band 
(KS1 SATs past paper) 
Nelson Mandela 
Factfile  
 

A Squash and a 
Squeeze by Julia 
Donaldson  
Grandma Bird by Benji 
Davies  
Silly Billy by Anthony 
Browne  
The Wolf Who Cried 
Boy by Bob Hartman  
Where Wool Comes 
From (KS1 SATs Past 
paper) 
Houses Around the 
World (KS1 SATs past 
paper) 

The Dragonsitter by 
Josh Lacey 
The Tin Forest by Helen 
Ward 
How to Train Your 
Dragon by Cressida 
Cowell 
The Paperbag Princess 
by Robert Munsch 
Tom’s Sausage Lion by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 
 

The Paper Dolls by Julia 
Donaldson 
John Patrick Norman 
McHennessy by John 
Burningham 
The Velveteen Rabbit 
by Margery Williams 
The History of Hats 
(KS1 SATs past paper) 
Spider Monkeys (KS1 
SATs past paper) 
 
 

The Trouble With 
Dragons by Debi Gliori 
The Lorax by Dr Seuss 
Oi! Get Off Our Train by 
John Burningham 
Follow the Moon Home 
by Philippe Cousteau 
and Deborah Hopkinson 

The Smeds and The 
Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson 
Dear Teacher by Amy 
Husband 
Look What I’ve Got by 
Anthony Browne 
How To Wash A Wooly 
Mammoth by Michelle 
Robinson 
The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes 

Year 3 Diary of a Killer Cat by 
Anne Fine  
Fantastic Mr Fox by 
Roald Dahl 

The Abominables 
by Eva Ibbotson   

Orchard Book of Greek 
Myths  
(Pandora’s Box and  
Perseus and Medusa) 

The Sandman and the 
Turtles 
by Michael Morpurgo 

Charlotte’s Web 
by E.B White 

The Elementals- Wanzu 
Sets Sail 
By Love Ssega 
Twelfth Night 
(Shakespeare 
Abridged) 
by Andrew Matthews    

Year 4 The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter by Philip 
Pullman 

 Wonder by R.J. Palacio The Romans by Sally 
Hewitt  

The Butterfly Lion by 
Michael Morpurgo 

The Boy at the Back of 
the Class by Onjali 
Q.Rauf 

The Lion the Witch and 
the Wardrobe by 
C.S.Lewis 

Year 5 Race to the Frozen 
North: The Matthew 
Henson Story by 
Catherine Johnson 

Goth Girl and the 
Death of a Mouse by 
Chris Riddell 
 

Street Child by Berlie 
Doughty 
 

Cloud Tea Monkeys 
and Mysterious 
Traveller by Mel Peet 
and Elspeth Graham 

The Jamie Drake 
Equation by 
Christopher Edge 
 

Kensukes Kingdom by 
Michael Morpurgo 
 

Year 6 
Whole class reading for 
Year 6 also incorporates 
preparation for SATs 
reading assessment so 
that they get plenty of 
opportunities to look at 
past papers.  

War Horse by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 

War Horse 
(and War Poetry) 
 

Skellig by David Almond Skellig by David Almond 
 

The Final Year by Matt 
Goodfellow 

Sky Chasers by Emma 
Carroll 

 


