
Year 4 Curriculum Map 2026-27 
 

Autumn 2026 

 
Term  1 Term 2 

RE CREATION - What do Christians learn from the Creation 

story? 
Children express themselves creatively with artwork based on 

the natural palette. They develop social responsibility and 

explore diversity examining how Christians care for God’s 

world. 

 

INCARNATION - What is the Trinity? 
Children develop analytical skills and intellectual independence 

studying symbolism. They express their understanding 

creatively producing thoughtful art pieces reflecting their 

analysis of bible verses and religious art. 

PE INVASION GAMES - Basketball 

Children will develop self-belief as they master different 

techniques and focus on improving their skills.  They will work 

together, using communication skills, helping each other 

pinpoint techniques needed to achieve success as a team.  

 

DANCE – Rainforest Carnival                                      

Children will develop creativity and self-expression as they 

explore movement inspired by the rainforest and the energy and 

rhythms of carnival. They will work individually and 

collaboratively to create, practise and perform sequences, using 

rhythm, dynamics, space and formation to communicate ideas 

and build confidence in performance. 

 

Computing PROGRAMING – QUESTIONS AND QUIZZES  
Children use creativity to design and write their own programs 

using Scratch, developing resilience through de-bugging 

programs to ensure they meet specific goals. The tasks 

encourage self-belief especially through successful completion 

of a process and the sharing their results with their peers. 

 

COMPUTING SYSTEMS AND NETWORKS: 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING 

Working collaboratively in a responsible and considerate way 

as well as looking at a range of internet tools to improve 

communication skills, find new ways for self-expression and 

practice resilience as they learn new software applications. 

Science SOUND 

Children engage in a series of investigations developing 

enquiry and resilience to forge a conclusion as to what sound is 

and how it travels.   

SOUND 

Children further develop their understanding of sound through 

a series of tasks to encourage creativity in problem solving and 

resilience by refining their solutions. 

 



Music MUSICAL STRUCTURES 

Singing and listening are at the heart of each lesson building 

self-belief. Children play, improvise and compose using a 

selection of these notes: C, D, E, F, G, A, B♭ developing their 

creativity. 

 

EXPLORING FEELINGS IN MUSIC 

Children explore their own responses to different types of 

sound effect and different types of music, helping to build their 

self-belief.  

Languages IN A FRENCH CLASSROOM 

Children continue their study of French by learning how to talk about school related items and the classroom in general. 

Resilience is fostered through the learning of new words and phrases and children’s confidence grows as they improve their 

communication skills.  

 

PSHE MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING                   

Children will develop an understanding of how to look after 

their mental health and emotional wellbeing. They will explore 

different feelings, recognise what can affect their emotions and 

learn practical strategies for managing worries, building 

resilience and seeking support when they need it. 

EXPLORING WAYS TO MANAGE RISK               

Children will develop their understanding of how to recognise 

and assess risks in everyday situations. They will explore how 

to make safe and responsible choices, consider possible 

consequences and learn when and how to seek help from 

trusted adults. 

Art and Design  FABRIC OF NATURE                                                            

Children will explore the colours, patterns and textures of the 

rainforest, using close observation to inspire their own creative 

ideas. They will create mood boards, experiment with pattern 

and shading, and develop their designs through fabric work, 

using batik-inspired techniques to produce a vibrant final piece. 

Design 

Technology 

SCULPTURE – RECYCLED INSTRUMENTS 

With links to this term’s science topic, children will explore 

different ways to make music. Using inspiration from the 

performance group, Stomp, children will create decorated 

percussion instruments, using their creativity, and will foster 

self-belief as they use them for a class performance.  

 

 

Topic Based 

Learning 

(History and 

Geography) 

GEOGRAPHY:     SOUTH AMERICA, including 

RAINFORESTS 

Children further develop their independence and enquiry based 

learning investigating and researching this topic on the internet. 

GEOGRAPHY:    WARMING WORLD 

Children foster communication skills by researching and 

discussing the causes and effects of global warming. They 

engage self-expression by considering, in an age-appropriate 



They develop communication skills preparing a presentation in 

small groups. The children explore diversity by examining the 

culture and beliefs of Amazon tribes 

 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH FOCUS: Walter Tull 

Children explore the life and achievements of Walter Tull, the 

inequality prevalent at the time, and how this can inform our 

modern day understanding of equality, fairness and humanity. 

 

way, the range of solutions that their own, and future, 

generations will need to be mindful of.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2027 

 
Term  3 Term  4 

RE GOSPEL - What kind of a world did Jesus want? 
Children explore the concept of diversity looking at different 

interpretations of what Christians believe God intended for the 

World. 

SALVATION - Why do Christians call the day Jesus died 

‘Good Friday’? 

Children explore diversity investigating Passover, and examine 

self-belief/esteem from a new angle considering Jesus’ betrayal 

and his relationships with the disciples.  

PE GYMNASTICS 

Practising individual techniques helps to develop the children’s 

self-belief. The display and performance parts encourage the 

children’s freedom of expression and creativity 

Speed stacking competition 

OUTDOOR ADVENTUROUS ACTIVITIES / INTER-

HOUSE COMPETITION – Volleyball                         

Children will develop teamwork, resilience and communication 

as they take part in outdoor challenges and competitive 

volleyball activities. They will learn to cooperate, solve 

problems and support others, applying their skills and 

demonstrating determination, fair play and respect when 

representing their house. 

Computing CREATING MEDIA: WEBSITE DESIGN & 

SAFER INTERNET DAY 

Children develop their enquiry, communication and 

collaborative working skills whilst learning how web pages and 

web sites are created, exploring how to change layouts, embed 

images and videos and link between pages. They will harness 

their creativity whilst also honing word processing skills 

SKILLS SHOWCASE: HTML 

Children will need their enquiry skills and to build resilience, 

whilst learning how to edit the HTML and CSS of a web page 

to change the layout of a website and the text and images 

. 



Science STATES OF MATTER 

A drama task encourages self-expression and creativity. 

Individual research on the water cycle encourages independent 

learning, and the presentation of findings fosters creativity.  

ELECTRICITY 

After being given the knowledge of how circuits work children 

develop resilience and enquiry skills attempting to create live, 

workable circuits. Problem solving in groups fosters 

communication skills. 

 

Music COLLABORATIVE COMPOSITION 

Children develop music skills to allow greater creativity and 

build their communication skills working collaboratively.  The 

unit explores how composition relates to the ‘tonic’ note, 

helping children to enhance their creativity and self-expression. 

 

FEELINGS THROUGH MUSIC 

 

Children develop their understanding of dynamics in music to 

further enhance their creativity and understanding of music. 

Languages WRITING PORTRAITS 

This unit will teach children how to talk about people’s personality traits and how to get adjectives to agree. During this unit 

children will develop their self-expression as they begin to talk about different traits and diversity will be identified as we learn 

about different traits and describe different people. 

 

PSHE FORMING RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS         

Children will develop their understanding of what makes a 

positive and respectful relationship. They will explore the 

importance of kindness, trust, communication and personal 

boundaries, learning how to value differences, resolve 

disagreements and treat others with respect. 

 

MONEY MATTERS AND NEWS LITERACY        

Children will develop their understanding of how money is 

earned, spent and saved, and explore how to make responsible 

financial choices. They will also learn to think critically about 

news and information, considering where it comes from and 

how to recognise whether it is reliable and trustworthy. 

 

Art and Design ART AND DESIGN SKILLS  
In this collection of lessons children learn and develop their skills to build creativity and give them a platform for self-expression. 

They will:  replicate a plate in the famous willow pattern; carve sculptures out of soap; draw a collection of still life objects; and 

paint and mix colours like Paul Cézanne print. 

 

Design 

Technology 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY – Roman Engineering      

Children will explore the ingenuity of Roman architecture and 

engineering, investigating how aqueducts, strong walls and 

durable roads were designed and constructed. They will 

develop their own structures through designing, making, testing 

TORCHES and LIGHTHOUSES 

Children will apply electrical knowledge about circuits (from 

their science unit) along with enquiry-based skills that look at 

existing torch design. They will develop their creativity through 

the design process and will need resilience to overcome 



and improving, showing perseverance when overcoming 

challenges and exploring an aspect of Roman engineering of 

their own choosing in greater depth. 

difficulties in the making stage. Their communication skills 

will be developed as they work in groups to design, make and 

evaluate their torches that need to meet a specific design brief. 

Topic Based 

Learning 

(History and 

Geography) 

HISTORY:       ROMANS & THE INVASION OF BRITON 

 Enquiry based learning informs the study of big questions around “What the Romans did for us” as we explore the Roman 

invasion of Britain. 

 The unit will culminate in children curating their own Museum of Ancient Romans – fostering independence and resilience when 

researching and creating their own artefact for the museum. Then they will build self-belief and communication skills as they 

present their artefact and research to their peers and invited parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer 2027 

 
Term  5 Term 6 

RE HINDUISM - What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain 

today? 
Children go deeper in their exposure to diversity by exploring a 

non-Christian faith. 

 

HINDUISM - What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain 

today? 
Children further develop their understanding of the Hindu faith. 

PE GAMES (STRIKING AND FIELDING) – Inter-house 

Rounders                                                                        

Children will develop coordination and confidence as they 

practise striking, throwing, catching and fielding skills. They 

will work together to apply tactics in competitive games, 

developing teamwork, communication and resilience while 

demonstrating fair play and respect when representing their 

house. 

ATHLETICS (Throwing, Jumping and Running) – Inter-

house Sports Week                                                          

Children will develop strength, speed, coordination and 

perseverance as they practise a range of running, jumping and 

throwing techniques. They will challenge themselves to 

improve their personal performance while demonstrating 

determination, fair play and encouragement for others when 

competing for their house. 

Computing DATA HANDLING: INVESTIGATING WEATHER 

Children communicate collecting and storing data using 

spreadsheets; Through creativity and communication they 

design a weather station that gathers and records data; Through 

PROGRAMMING - COMPUTATIONAL THINKING 

Plugged and unplugged activities to develop the four areas of 

computational thinking as children develop their enquiry and 

communication skills. 



enquiry the children learn how weather forecasts are made and 

how green screen technology presents a weather forecast. 

 

 

Science ANIMALS, INCLUDING HUMANS - HUMAN 

DIGESTION 

Children build individual models of the human digestive 

organs, fostering creativity. They develop independence and 

enquiry based learning by examining the range of digestive 

processes at play in the human system. Understanding 

(biological) diversity is encouraged by looking at alternative 

digestive systems in a range of animals 

 

LIVING THINGS AND THEIR HABITATS 

Analysing the factors that confirm which class a living thing 

might belong to fosters enquiry based thinking. Resilience is 

developed using flow chart processes to classify organisms and 

creativity is encouraged as children design and test their own 

classification process.. 

Music IMPROVISATION AND EXPRESSION 

Children build on their understanding of dynamics by exploring 

improvisation, building self-expression, creativity and 

resilience. 

 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON! 

Children build on their self-belief, creativity and resilience as 

they plan, create and present a performance. 

Languages GETTING DRESSED! 

Children consolidate their French vocabulary and develop independence by exploring language and phrases relating to getting 

dressed. Self-belief is encouraged by engaging in conversation, and demonstrating resilience in doing so. 

 

PSHE ME, MY BODY AND GROWING UP                        

Children will develop their understanding of how their bodies 

grow and change as they get older. They will explore the 

importance of looking after themselves, respecting their own 

and others’ bodies and recognising that growing up is a natural 

part of life. 

FAMILIES AND GROWING TOGETHER              

Children will develop their understanding that families can be 

different and that positive family relationships are built on love, 

care, respect and support. They will explore how families may 

change and grow over time, learning to value their own 

experiences while respecting those of others. 

 

Art and Design  FORMAL ELEMENTS OF ART  
Children continue their art journey, learning and developing 

skills to build creativity and give them a platform for self-

expression. Exploring two of the formal elements of art (texture 

and pattern) pupils develop a range of mark-making techniques, 

make and use their own textured stamps for printing;  and a 



range of landscape art techniques, looking at buildings and 

nature. 

Design 

Technology 

FOOD 

Children will develop independence by following a flapjack 

recipe then will be challenged to use their creativity adapt the 

recipe by adding or altering ingredients – for a class Bake-Off! 

Independence and resilience are developed by focusing on how 

sticking to a budget can affect a recipe. 

 

 

Topic Based 

Learning 

(History and 

Geography) 

GEOGRAPHY:       UK TOWNS & CITIES 

Children develop resilience learning and applying the eight 

points of the compass. Understanding diversity is aided through 

the analysis of different cities in the UK and different cultures 

within the UK. Ecological issues are explored, fostering 

enquiry and self-expression, together with the development of 

independence in forming an opinion. 

 

HISTORY: CANTERBURY OVER TIME 

Children understand diversity by looking at the way Canterbury 

has changed, from the early settlements in the Iron Age, 

through to the effects of bombing in WWII.  Children will gain 

an understanding of significant places and people of 

Canterbury, including St Augustine and Thomas Becket. Self-

expression and creativity is fostered by a role-play external trip, 

experiencing life as a pilgrim and activities in Canterbury 

Catherdral. 

 

 


