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Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Welcome to Saltwood School! We are thrilled to welcome you to our school and community. 
The first term of school is always about settling in, making friends and building relationships 
with staff and learning our school routines. Starting school is a big milestone and it has been 
lovely getting to know all the children in Class R. Settling into school looks different for each 
child, so please don’t worry if they’re very tired, teary at drop off, or skipping straight in – 
everyone is different, and we all have good mornings and tired mornings! 
 
Our first topic is Amazing Autumn 
We begin our year by recapping the familiar story of the Colour Monster; this enables us to 
talk about our feelings as we begin our school journey. We talk about ourselves, our bodies 
and our summer holidays too. As the weather changes, we look around us to see the signs of 
Autumn creeping in. From leaves changing colour to stories like The Little Red Hen and The 
Roll Away Pumpkin we immerse ourselves in learning all about the seasonal changes ahead. 
Our English Pathways book for this term is We’re going to Find a Monster, through this we will 
go on an adventure exploring characters, settings and the retelling of stories. In Maths we 
begin with pattern, shape and numbers, looking closely at how we can ‘subitise’ (just 
recognise a group of objects without counting it).  
 
As we head towards Christmas we begin our ‘Home Sweet Home’ topic based on the 
traditional tale The Three Little Pigs (If we have any builders / roofers / designers please let us 
know – we love visits to inspire the children!). We talk about traditions and celebrations from 
around the world. In RE we learn the story of the First Christmas and why we perform a 
Nativity. Throughout the first two terms at school we are learning to work in small groups, 
communicate our needs, ask questions and explain why we think something. 
 
Independence 
This is a big focus throughout Class R, over the next two terms we will focus on: 

 Putting out our water bottles & snack boxes and hanging up our bags / coats at the 
start of the day. 

 Putting on/taking off our coats (including zips). 

 Taking off / putting on our own jumpers. 

 Use the toilet independently, including wiping ourselves. 

 Opening lunch/snack containers. 

 Tidying up our toys / equipment when we have finished playing with it, or at the end 
of a session. 

 Knowing where things live around the classroom. 

 Asking an adult or another child for help when needed. 
The more the children can do independently the more confident they become in their new setting. 



Tapestry 
We have already begun sharing all of our amazing achievements on Tapestry and enjoy 
hearing about children’s adventures and achievements at home too! Please upload any new 
learning, experiences or treasures found at the weekend, onto Tapestry to strengthen our 
home-school bond even further.  
 
Phonics 
As the children settle into school life we will begin teaching phonics. This is the method that 
we use to teach children the letter sounds; thus giving them the building blocks to begin their 
reading journey. We use a scheme called Essential Letters and Sounds. Mrs Geering will be 
giving a parent talk about this in October so please join us. There will be videos added to 
Tapestry to help with pronunciation and the children will bring home a sticker each day to 
show which sound they learnt. Please chat to them and practise the sounds as we go through 
the term. Once the children know the initial 6 sounds we will begin ‘blending’ which means 
we sound out each sound e.g. s-a-t and blend it together to make sat. 
 
Reading at home 
We will soon be sending home your child’s Reading Record. This will be accompanied by a 
book for you to share at home. To begin with please record what your child enjoyed about the 
story or any predictions they make. When they begin recognising and blending sounds, we will 
ask you to share a book 4x a week with your child. We aim to read a variety of high-quality 
texts with the children over their first year of school and the reading partnership begins with 
sharing stories at home too.  
 
Homework 
In the first term of school we focus on settling the children and beginning phonics. There won’t 
be any formal homework, but please practise the sounds we are learning shown on Tapestry. 
 
Wet Weather / Uniform / PE 
We aim to go outside every day; outdoor learning is a key part of Early Years practice. Please 
therefore bring a raincoat every day.  
Please ensure that all items are named, spare clothes and shoes especially as we are already 
changing shoes to get into our rain suits regularly!  
Your child will also need a spare change of clothes in their bags, especially with socks, as with 
our water play these often means this need changing.  
Our PE lessons will start on Wednesday 23rd September so please wear PE kit every 
Wednesday from then.  
Ensure your child has a water bottle in school every day and if your child would like milk please 
sign up to Cool Milk on the forms provided at the start of the year. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
Our classroom doors open at 8:40 and we love to see how quickly the children get engrossed 
in their play. This time in the morning allows the children to settle, quietly come in and play 
with their friends. If your child is ill or has a medical appointment, please let the school office 
know by emailing or phoning. School attendance has a huge impact not only on progress, but 
also on friendships and how quickly the children settle, this is sometimes hard in the first few 
times when all the bugs hit – but please do try and send your child to school, if they are 
struggling we will let you know. 
 
 



Dates for the Diary: 
School immunisations 14th September 
PE starts in Class R 23rd September  
Come and explore our classroom 15:20 on 14th September 
Phonics meeting for Class R Parents 14:45 on 1st October 
Harvest Festival 9:30 on 2nd October  
Drop in Zone (Come and look at our learning) 15:30 – 16:15 on 13th October 
Half term 23rd Oct – 1st November 
Parents evening 10th November / 12th November 
Individual School Photos 12th November 
Children in Need 20th November 
Parent and Child Craft workshop 9am on 26th November 
EYFS and KS1 Nativity 14:30 on 7th and 8th December 
Christmas Church service 9:30am on 18th December 
 
Communication 
The best way to contact me is through the office, who will arrange a time for a phone call or 
meeting after school. I will always be on the classroom door for a quick chat before or after 
school.  
Please check Tapestry and the Class R page on the school website for information. Our 
curriculum can also be viewed on the school website. 
 
Supporting learning at home 
Reception isn’t about worksheets and sitting at a table. Each little interaction you have with 
your child makes a big difference. Here are just a few things that will help your child become 
a confident learner at school: 

 Read a story every day. 

 Practise putting on their own coat. 

 Encourage children to talk about their day. 

 Count during everyday activities. 

 Sing nursery rhymes. 

 Encourage drawing and writing. 

 Let them help with cooking, tidying and shopping. 

 Play games together. 
 
Thank you for all your support at the start of your child’s School Journey here with us at 
Saltwood School. We are so excited for the year ahead!  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Mrs Dunton 
Class Teacher 
 


