
SALTWOOD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

 

CLASS 6 NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2026 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back to a new term. We hope you had a wonderful Summer.  This letter will provide you with some 

important information about life in  Year 6. It looks set to be a busy term with Bowles no doubt being a huge 

highlight. You have already received the information pack about that.  

 

Aims, Ethos and Expectations 

In Year 6, we encourage the children to develop their independence, resilience and sense of responsibility. 

We try to instil in them that they are the person who can make the greatest impact on their academic and 

social progress in school and also to take responsibility for their actions.  

We have high expectations of our Year 6 children in terms of their attitude to work and their behaviour 

around the school. We often remind them that they are role models for the younger children. We are sure 

that they will rise to the challenge. 

 

Staff 

Mrs Selby (Mondays and Tuesdays) and Mrs Nash (Wednesday to Friday) will be sharing the teaching of Class 

6 with excellent support from Mrs Kingston on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  

 

Academic Work 

For Maths, we follow the White Rose scheme, adjusting it as necessary to suit the needs of the children. We 

will revise and extend work on the four operations, place value, fractions, decimals and geometry work. In 

Year 6 we aim to develop the children’s understanding and reasoning in maths and we often ask a child to 

explain (written, verbally or through diagrams) why they chose a particular approach to solve a problem. 

Getting the correct answer is important, but so is the ability to explain how they got it. If they can do this 

accurately, it shows a deep understanding of the concept. 

 

We can’t emphasis enough the importance of the children knowing their multiplication tables and related 

division facts. For example, knowing 8 x 7 = 56 means they should also know that 7 x 8 = 56; 56 ÷ 8 =7 and 

56 ÷ 7 = 8. There are many helpful strategies (including online games) but regular practice is a winner and 

we strongly encourage them to keep logging onto TTRS. The most common problem we encounter when 

teaching maths (particularly fractions, multiplication and division methods) is a poor recall of multiplication 

facts. In Year 6 we would like the children to have mastered this! 

  



In Literacy, we will develop the children’s writing, reading, spelling and grammar awareness and knowledge.  

 

 Our writing will be taught through Pathways to Writing and our featured texts this term are Star of Fear, 

Star of Hope; Can We Save The Tiger; The Selfish Giant and The Day The War Came. 

We will also study a favourite of recent classes – ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo. It is useful if children 

have their own copy of this text to read in class, but we would ask that they do not read ahead – to avoid 

any spoiler alerts! Our work based on this text, and others, will include guided reading sessions, with 

discussions and comprehension activities. We also like to use carefully selected film clips to engage the 

children further. War Horse is certified as a 12. If you do not want your child to see these, please inform us. 

If we do not hear from you, we will assume you are happy for your child to see the clips/film. This also 

applies for other film clips we may show later in the year that are PG or 12 rated.  

 

Reading age-appropriate texts has a significantly positive impact on a child’s writing. Your child has been 

issued a new Reading Record and it is vital that they are encouraged to read as often as possible at home, 

and have an opportunity to discuss the text with an adult.  This might include shared reading, where you and 

your child take it in turns to read. This is valuable for all children regardless of their current reading ability. 

In school, we focus our questioning around the VIPERS acronym. You might like to do the same. All children 

should bring their reading records into school each day and take them home each night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be studying the following subjects in the other curriculum areas: 

Subject Term 1 Term 2 

Science Evolution and Inheritance Light 

 

Topic 

 

Ancient Greece 

 

Ancient Greece  

PHSE Mental Health and Wellbeing Managing Money and online 

spending 

 

PE 

Outdoor Adventurous Activities 

(Including the Bowles 

residential) 

Invasion games with a focus on 

handball. This will include 

competition elements.  

RE Creation Gospel and Incarnation 

Art/DT Art: Making My Voice Heard DT: Food – ‘Come Dine With Me’ 

Music Charanga: Music and 

Technology 

Charanga: Developing Ensemble 

Skills  

Computing Bletchley Park and the History 

of Computers 

Programming: An Introduction to 

Python. 

French Verbs in a French Week Verbs in a French Week 



 

Support 

We fully understand that children do not all learn at the same speed and that some children need more 

support with their learning, behaviour or social needs. We work hard to try and give all children the support 

they need, often in a quiet and discreet way. This support is often in the classroom but can also be delivered 

in small groups outside of the classroom. If your child tells you they were taken out to do some work, please 

do not assume that it means they are struggling; it could just as much be for some extension work. We also 

encourage the class to be supportive and encouraging of all their peers and like to highlight that people have 

different skills and strengths which help make our school an interesting place.  

 

Homework 

All children will be given two CPG workbooks: one for English and one for Maths. The children will record in 

the front of their books, the pages we have asked them to do that week. We will usually set pages from both 

books. The homework will usually be set on Thursday and marked in class on the following Tuesday. Children 

should have their homework book in school from Tuesday to Thursday. 

 

PE 

The school PE kit is a white polo shirt; red shorts; red, round-neck plain sweatshirt and plain, black jogging-

bottoms for the winter. We expect the children to wear this specific kit. They should also wear trainers that 

are suitable for PE lessons.  

PE lessons for Year 6 will take place on Mondays and Fridays. Children should come to school on these days 

wearing their PE kit. PE is a vital part of the curriculum and it is important that children participate in this 

lesson regularly and fully. On this note, please discourage your child from having their ears pierced during 

term time. If they can’t remove their own earrings, please remove them before your child comes to school 

on the days we have PE. 

 

Mobile Phones 

If deemed necessary, Year 6 children can bring a ‘dumb’ phone into school. All phones must be turned off 

before they enter the school playground and should not be turned on again until they have left the school 

site. All phones will need to be handed in once inside the classroom and will be kept safe until the end of 

the day when they will be handed out again.  

 

Leaving School Unaccompanied 

It is common (particularly after Easter) for Year 6 children to come to or from school unaccompanied by an 

adult. This is a good way to develop their independence ahead of starting secondary school.  If you would 

like your child to leave school unaccompanied please email the school to give your consent and be specific 

which days they can do this. We compile a list of children with permission and we only let the children leave 

alone if they are on that list.  Please inform the School Office if any collection arrangements change as it can 

lead to confusion and delay if someone we are not expecting arrives to collect a child.  

 

Uniform 

Children should be wearing the Summer Uniform (details are on the school website) until the end of this 

term when the weather begins to change. Long hair must be tied back and no jewellery should be worn to 

school - except for small, silver or gold stud earrings which will need to be removed for PE lessons. Shoes, 



not boots, should be worn on non PE days please. Children may wear a watch for telling the time. Thank 

you! 

 

Please ensure your child has clothing appropriate for the weather. We want the children to go outside for 

their break times as much as possible. 

 

Attendance and Punctuality. 

We all know how important attendance is and being in class, settled and ready to learn by 8.50 really helps 

to set the tone for the day. There is often important information or revisiting of learning prepared for the 

pupils during registration or they might be involved in an intervention.  

 

Dates For Your Diary 

 

Mon 14th Sept Year 6 immunisations 
Informal ‘Meet the Class 6 Team’ after school 

Fri 2nd Oct Harvest Festival 

Mon 5th Oct Bowles week begins 

Tues 13th Oct Drop In Zone 

Mon 16th Nov 5.30 pm Bowles sharing presentation to parents 

Wed 25th Nov Class 6 Worship 

 

 

There has been a lot of information in this letter! If you have any questions or would just like to say hello, 

do come along to our ‘meet the teacher’ drop into class on Monday 14th September from 3.20-4 pm. 

Most communications from school will come via parent mail and the school website is a great source of 

information and news. 

 

We look forward to getting to know you and working together to make this an excellent year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mrs Selby and Mrs Nash 

Class Teachers 
 


