SALTWOOD CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL

CLASS 5 NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN 2026

Letter distributed on Friday 11" September 2026

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the new school year and welcome to Year 5! | hope you all had an enjoyable
and relaxing summer! | would like to let you know some of the topics that we shall be
looking at this term and to provide you with some useful information.

In English, we will start the year by looking at some poetry and will be focusing our learning
on the poet Hilaire Belloc who was famous for his Cautionary Tales. In this unit of learning,
we will get to grips with different figurative language devices (similes, metaphors,
personification and hyperbole) as well as trying to replicate Hilaire Belloc’s style in our
writing. Then we will turn our attention to the books “Young, Gifted and Black” and “Race to
the Frozen North” where we will learn lots about different famous black people from history,
focusing mainly on the explorer Matthew Henson. In our learning, we will look to write a
diary entry as characters from “Race to the Frozen North” using different literary devices
such as expanded noun phrases and fronted adverbials. Spellings will be taught both within
the main English lessons and as stand-alone lessons, where we will have a specific focus on
certain spelling and grammar rules each week, this will frequently form the English aspects
of our weekly homework.

In maths, we will be following the White Rose Maths scheme and will focus on the following
key skills:

e Place Value (Roman numerals, values up to 1,000,000, comparing and ordering
numbers, estimating and rounding to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000).

e Addition and Subtraction (Adding two 4-digit numbers (including exchanges),
subtracting two 4-digit numbers (including exchanges), efficient methods for
adding/subtracting and the use of inverse operations).

e Multiplication and Division (factors, square numbers, cube numbers, prime numbers
and formal written methods for multiplication and division).

e Fractions, decimals and percentages (finding equivalent fractions, ordering values
using fractions, decimals and percentages, adding and subtracting fractions,
improper fractions, mixed numbers, fractions of amounts, multiplying fractions and
rounding decimals).

| would really like to see the children keep up their brilliant work on TT Rockstars as the
rapid recall of all times tables up to 12x12 is very beneficial in their maths work and for
those that do keep up their great work on TT Rockstars will receive different rewards such as
certificates, house points and raffle tickets for our weekly prize draw.



We shall be studying the following subjects in the other curriculum areas:

Subject Term 1 Term 2
Science Forces Properties and Changes Materials
History Anglo Saxons & Scots Anglo Saxons & Vikings
Black History Month: The Windrush
P.E. Invasion Games (Ultimate Frisbee) Outdoor and Adventurous Activities
Brockhill Dance Outreach Programme | Brockhill Dance Outreach Programme
R.E. Christianity: God Christianity: Incarnation
What does it mean if God is loving Was Jesus the Messiah?
and holy?
Art/DT DT: Electrical Systems: Wobble Bots Art: Craft and Design Architecture
DT: Structure: Bridges
DT: Mechanical Systems: Gears and
Pulleys
Music Melody and Harmony in Music Sing and Play in Different Styles
(also including Christmas
performance rehearsals)
Computing | Computing systems and networks: Programming: Music
Search engines
PSHE Friendship, Stereotypes and Bullying | Mental Health and Well-Being
Modern French numbers/calendars and French numbers/calendars and
Foreign birthdays birthdays
Languages
(French)

Whole Class Reading

Reading skills will be taught this year using “Race to the Frozen North”, a historic story of the
explorer Matthew Henson. In the text, we will explore topics such as racial prejudice and
how it is important to never give up on your dreams as they can come true even when life is
very difficult, this book is brilliant to tie in with our Black History Month learning. Also, we
will be reading a story from the “Goth Girl” series of books (“Goth Girl and the Death of a
Mouse”) which is a parody of a gothic tale and is full of mystery and humour (similar in style
of the stories from Scooby Doo). In the story, we will follow the exploits of the main
character, Ada Goth, as she explores the ground of Ghastly-Gorm Hall with lots of different
spooky but comic adventures along the way.

We will also be continuing with our hugely successful Accelerated Reader scheme this year
where you children will be given a zone of proximal development and from this they can
select a book that they will find challenging but not too difficult. They will be able to
complete different quizzes on the books they have recently read to try and increase their
word count and improve their chances of becoming a word millionaire. Each week will be a
podium on display in the classroom of who had the biggest increase in word count over that
week and those who appear on the podium will receive a certificate and raffle tickets for our
weekly prize draw. It is important that the children maintain their reading records, noting
down all their daily reading sessions and commenting on anything they found of interest.
Please try to hear your child read and use the “VIPERS” discussion structure which you will
find inside the cover of their reading record, our school expectations are that every child
should be reading at home for 20 minutes a day and this will form part of our weekly
homework. To reward those that do maintain a good level of reading engagement, | will
check everyone’s reading record each Monday and give those who have been doing good
work with their reading lots of house points and they may even get a little treat at the end of
each term for doing lots of great reading.




P.E.

Year 5 PE days are Monday & Friday, the children should come to school dressed in their PE
kits on these days. Those with pierced ears must be able to remove (and re-insert) their
earrings independently. If this is not possible, then a parent or carer should remove them
before the school day. If your child cannot remove their earrings, they will not be able to
participate in the physical aspects of the lesson due to safety issues, but they will be
involved in another way such as timekeeper, coach, umpire and score keeper.

This year, we are lucky to have a visiting dance teacher from Brockhill Park College, who will
be conducting a lesson every Monday for the whole school year. This is a great opportunity
for your child to get a taste of secondary dance lessons from a specialist teacher. These
lessons are fun and creative and culminates in a wonderful dance show in Brockhill Park
College’s dance theatre where parents are invited to come and watch what we have been
learning throughout the school year. Please can you let Mr Mullin know if your child has a
medical issue which will prevent them from removing their shoes and socks as it is an
expectation in school dance lessons to remove shoes and socks.

Our other PE lesson each week, we will be following the school curriculum and our focus in
the first term is Ultimate Frisbee which is a less common sport often played in Australia, the
sport is like a non-contact version of American Football but played with a frisbee. This will
help the children to develop their team working skills and the various skills within the sport
(e.g. passing, tactics, attacking and defending). In the second term, we will turn our attention
to the Outdoors and Adventurous Activities (OAA) aspects of the PE curriculum. In our OAA
lessons, we will face different challenges that have been set for us in small groups and will
have to use teamwork and our problem-solving skills to complete these challenges and will
involve an orienteering race at the end of the unit.

Homework

Homework will start on Tuesday 8" September. This year we are going to continue using the
CGP books we introduced last academic year; your child will be provided with two new
homework books (maths and English books) which will form most of the homework activities
set each week. The homework will be sent home each Tuesday and it should be returned the
following Monday at the latest so it can be marked and everyone can receive the hard-earnt
house points. In line with our school homework policy, the homework will consist of
activities from maths, English/spelling, Family Learning Task and daily reading. The Family
Learning Tasks are often adding to our learning in our science, history or geography topics
and we do this in creative ways such as making Mayan temples, model solar systems, Anglo-
Saxon weapons and many other creative tasks.

Anglo-Saxon Battle!

As part of our History topic, we shall be holding a dramatic re-enactment of a famous (and
decisive) clash between the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons — one that, ultimately, formed the
England we know today. We would be grateful if the children could spend some time at
home making a cardboard shield and sword for the occasion, the different stages to creating
these artefacts will be set as our Family Learning Task for homework each week. Safety is
our main concern, so no metal, plastic or wooden swords or shields will be permitted. The
battle will be taking place in term 2 and the battle is weather dependent, so exact dates will
follow nearer the time of the battle. A simple costume of old tracksuit trousers, sweatshirts,
T-shirts etc, turned inside out with a classic Anglo-Saxon rope round the middle is all that we
need! This will also be set as a Family Learning Task for homework nearer to the battle.




Uniform

Children should be wearing the Summer Uniform (details are on the school website) until
the end of this term when the weather begins to change. Hair that is longer than shoulder
length must be tied back with a simple with a simple hair band and no jewellery should be
worn to school - except for small, stud earrings which will need to be removed for PE
lessons. Shoes, not trainers or boots, should be worn on non-PE days please. Children may
wear a watch for telling the time, but please do not allow any kind of smart watch into
school. Thank you!

Additional dates for your diary

School immunisations: Monday 14" September

Author Visit: Monday 14" September (1:30pm-2:15pm)

Informal Meet the Teacher: Monday 14" September (after school)
Harvest Festival in church: Friday 2" October (9:30am start)

Class Drop in Zone: Tuesday 13" October (After school)

Class 5 Worship: Wednesday 14" October (9:00am in the school hall) (you all are very much
invited to attend).

Accelerated Reader Star Test Assessment: WB: Monday 19" October
End of Term 1: Thursday 22" October

Start of Term 2: Monday 2"* November

Parents Evening: Tuesday 10" November (4pm-7pm)

Parents Evening: Thursday 12" November (4pm-7pm)

Children in Need Day: Friday 20th November

NTS Maths and Reading Assessments: WB: Monday 30" November
Accelerated Reader Star Test Assessment: WB: Monday 7™ December
KS2 Christmas Performance: Monday 14" December (14:00pm and 18:15pm)
Giving Tree Assembly: Tuesday 15" December

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas Lunch: Wednesday 16" December
Christmas Party Afternoon: Thursday 17" December

Christmas Service in church: Friday 18" December

More details about these events will be published via ParentMail and other school systems
nearer the time of these events. These dates and times are provisional so may change
nearer to the time of the event, we will inform you of any changes as soon as we know of
the change. If you feel you are able to be a parent helper in any of our school trips
throughout the year please let Mr Mullin or our school office know, all support is very much
appreciated.

| am really looking forward to the year ahead, welcome to Year 5!

Yours sincerely,

Mr Mullin
Class Teacher



