SALTWOOD CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL

CLASS 4 NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN 2026

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the new school year! We would like to let you know some of the topics that we shall
be looking at this term and to provide you with some useful information.

Mrs Van Dijk will be teaching the class on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and Mrs Selby
will be teaching the class on Wednesdays. Mrs Rodgers will be assisting the class every morning,
with the exception of Fridays.

In Whole Class Reading this term, the children will be reading The Firework-Maker’s Daughter. After
half term, we will be reading Wonder. We have some copies of these books in school; however,
children are welcome to bring their own copies if they wish.

We would like to say a huge thank you to Mr and Mrs Davis for generously donating a large number
of books for our Whole Class Reading sessions. Having the real physical books to read makes a huge
impact on the children’s engagement. We are very grateful for their generosity.

After some summer holiday reading, we have also chosen The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali
Q. Rauf for Term 5. If you are able to send in a copy of either Wonder or The Boy at the Back of the
Class with your child, we would be most grateful.

Spelling will be taught both within the main English lessons and also as stand-alone lessons.

Writing lessons will be inspired by the book Gorilla, and then after half term we will use Leon and
the Place Between. We do not need children’s copies of these texts.

In Maths our focus will be on the following key skills:
e Place value and number confidence, up to 10,000, including rounding.
e 4-digit addition and subtraction, including inverse operations and counting through zero
with negative numbers.
e Multiplication and division, including formal written methods and multiplying up to 3-digit
numbers by 1-digit numbers.
e Measurement (calculating area).



We shall be studying the following subjects in the other curriculum areas:

Subject Term 1 Term 2

Science Sound Sound

Topic Rainforests Our Changing World

P.E. Invasion Games - Basketball Dance — carnival inspired

R.E. Christianity: Creation Christianity: Incarnation

Art Patterns and colour mixing Sculpture

DT Musical instruments 3-D structural design

Music Musical Structures Exploring feelings in music
I.C.T. Programming (Scratch) Computer Networks

PSHE Mental health and wellbeing Exploring ways to manage risk
French In a French Classroom (vocabulary) In a French Classroom (vocabulary)

Class Reading

The children have been given new reading records and books from the library at their Accelerated
Reader level. It is important that the children maintain their new reading records, noting down all
of their daily reading sessions and commenting on anything they found of interest. Reading records
and reading books must be in school every day. Please try to hear your child read at home, daily if
possible, and use the “VIPERS” discussion structure which you will find inside the cover of their
reading record.

Drama

We are fortunate enough to have the expert tuition of the Brockhill School drama teachers. They
will be teaching our children every Thursday afternoon drama techniques, oracy and confidence.
These sessions start on 17t" September.

Times Tables

In Year 4, children take the statutory Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) in the summer term. This is
an online check consisting of 25 multiplication questions covering the 2 to 12 times tables. Children
have six seconds to answer each question, with a three-second pause before the next question.
With this in mind, we will set aside regular time at the start of each day to practise times tables
using Times Tables Rock Stars, alongside multiplication work in maths lessons. Please therefore drop
your child off each morning at the Computer Suite fire door. Pick-up at the end of the day will be
from the Year 4 classroom fire door. We will begin weekly times-table checks later in the year. In
the meantime, please continue to help your child practise their times tables at home. Online games
and websites can be useful, alongside other resources that help children build rapid recall.

It is important that children arrive at school punctually each day so that they do not miss this
valuable practice time.

PE

Children will have two sessions of PE each week (on Tuesdays and Thursdays), when children are
expected to come into school wearing their PE kits. This avoids extra clothing being stored in the
classroom and maximises the time available for each lesson. Please ensure that long hair is tied
back and that any children who wear earrings are able to take them out independently.

Homework

Homework will be set on a Monday and due the following Monday. The children have been given
one Maths homework book and one English homework book. In the front of the books the children
will write the page numbers they need to complete that week. It is important that these books are
kept in good condition, and that tasks are completed and handed in each week.



Meet the Teacher
We will be holding an informal meet the teacher session on Monday 14th September, between
3.20pm and 4pm.

Communication

Please catch us on the door if you have anything you would like to quickly tell us. Alternatively, email
the school office and we will get back to you. Our main form of communication will continue to be
Arbor. Our website is also a useful source of information.

Our Year 4 Class Worship
The children will be leading a whole-school Class Worship on Wednesday 21st October at 9am in
the School Hall. You are warmly invited to attend.

Class Trips and Special Events

We have several trips and events planned for the year, aiming to enrich and enhance your child’s
learning. We will require parent helpers for some of these events. Please let Mrs Van Dijk know if
you are available to help; we could not run these opportunities without your support. We have tried
to keep costs to a minimum. We would be grateful for voluntary contributions where possible;
please speak to the school office in confidence if you need any support.

10t November all day — Trip to Folkestone on the train to meet author Hannah Moffatt and hear
about her new book ‘Cosmic Chaos Incoming!’

15t December AM — Trip to Folkestone to attend a poetry/art workshop

4t December PM and after school — Rainforest Art Gallery — in school

2nd March all day — Trip to Kent Life — stepping back into Roman times

19t March — Roman feast in the morning and exhibition in the afternoon — in school
22" March PM - Monday Chats at The Lads Club for our Courageous Advocacy

20™ May AM - Class Hike — for wellbeing, fitness and visiting local historical sites
18th June PM - Saltwood Castle to begin the story of Thomas Becket

2nd July all day - Canterbury Cathedral to continue the story of Thomas Becket

15t July AM — Trip to Eaton Lands for Science and Art

These events are in the school diary, and we will do our utmost to keep to the planned dates.
However, circumstances beyond our control can occasionally lead to changes; if this happens, we
will give you as much notice as possible.

We look forward to an exciting year with your children.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Van Dijk and Mrs Selby
Class Teachers



