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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to the new school year and a very warm welcome to Class 3!  Mrs Coley and I are 

very much looking forward to working with you and your children over the next year.  

 

As the children settle into Key Stage 2, I would like to share some of the topics that we will 

be studying over the next two terms.   

 

In English, we will start the year by looking at the book 'Coming to Britain' by Floella 

Benjamin. This book focusses on Floella's personal experience of being part of the Windrush 

generation and how it felt growing up in Britain after WWII. Our main focus will be securing 

our sentence structure, using the correct punctuation and developing our writing stamina. 

We shall be ending this term with a two-week poetry unit where we shall be writing our 

own clerihews (a humourous, four-line biographical poem.) 

 

The children have started using handwriting pens in class, which has already helped with 

some letter formation. During handwriting practise, we are encouraging children to start 

each letter on the line, using a cursive script. We are also focussing on letter size and closing 

gaps in letters.  

 

In Maths this term, we will be learning about place value to 3-digit numbers, addition and 

subtraction and multiplication and division. We shall be following the White Rose scheme of 

planning which is designed to support a mastery approach to teaching and learning and 

support the aims and objectives of the National Curriculum. 

 

In the other curriculum areas, we shall be studying the following subjects: 

 

Subject Term 1 Term 2 

Science Light and Shadows Magnets and Forces  

D & T  Cross Stitch and applique  

(Making Christmas decorations) 



Topic Geography: Kent and its 

importance in the UK 

History: Celebrating Black History 

History: An introduction to the Stone Age  

and early man  

P.E. Invasion Games Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

R.E. Understanding Christianity – The 

People of God  

Sikhism – What is like to be a Sikh?  

Christianity – Advent and Christmas      

P.S.H.E Me, my friends and belonging  
(healthy friendships and including 
others) 

Mental health and wellbeing 
(self-regulation and managing worries)  

Music Exploring how long and short 

(rhythm) and high and low (pitch) 

sounds can be represented by 

musical symbols. 

Playing in a Band!  

Reading notaion for a musical 

instrument.  

Computing Networks and the internet 
Online safety  

Programming using Scratch  
 

Art Developing drawing skills – 
Shading  

 

Primary 

Languages  

Introductions and greetings in 

French  

French adjectives of colour, size and 

shape.  

 

Reading 

It makes a huge difference to your child’s progress if they can be heard to read individually 

at home. Mrs Coley and I will hear the children read on a fortnightly rota unless they need 

additional support. I aim to foster a love of reading and will have several sessions a week 

where I will be reading books of our choice for pleasure. We have also started our daily 

whole class reading sessions. Individual reading books will be sent home daily, and this will 

be part of your child’s homework.  It is very helpful if you can make a comment in the 

reading record each time your child reads to you. Please can you ensure that both the 

reading book and the reading record are put back in your child’s bags each day as we use 

these on a daily basis for our Accelerted Reader sessions. Thank you.  

 

PE 

Our PE days are Monday and Wednesday to start (these may change later in the year when 

we start our swimming sessions). Children need to come dressed in their PE kit on these 

days each week. Our school PE kit consists of a white t- shirt or polo shirt, red shorts, black 

track suit bottoms or leggings, a red sweatshirt and trainers. Please can we remind you that 

earrings need to be removed and long hair tied back on these days.  

 

Swimming 

The children in Year 3 always look forward to their weekly swimming sessions which will be 

starting shortly after Christmas. We are planning on running these sessions for two terms, 

starting from January. We shall be looking for parent volunteers to help us accompany the 

children to the pool but I shall provide you with further information nearer the time.  

 



Pencil Cases  

The children are very keen to bring in their own pencil cases, which they can use during 

early work and afternoon lessons.  These can be kept in their trays. This is not compulsory 

and we will continue to provide all the stationery that the children need for their lessons. If 

your child wishes to bring in their own pencil case, please can you ensure that it is clearly 

named and that there is nothing precious inside it, as sometimes things go missing. 

 

Homework 

Homework will begin on Friday 18th September. We shall be starting new homebooks for 

maths and spelling. At the front of each booklet will be showing which pages need to be 

completed and the date they are due in. Homework will be set each Friday and will need to 

be submitted by the following Wednesday so that we can mark these together in class.  

 

Snacks 

Now that your child is in Key Stage 2, they are no longer provided with a free piece of fruit 

at morning break. Please can I ask that you provide a fruit snack and a bottle of water each 

day. Thank you.  

 

Class Trip  

We have already booked our first trip which will be on Friday 25th September. This is a free 

‘Forest School’ day at Brockhill Park, where the children will be invited to join in a range of 

activities including bushcraft and fire making. We shall be asking for several volunteers to 

join us for the day. You will receive a separate letter about this next week.  

 

Please do not hesitate to speak to me if you have any questions or concerns. I am a firm 

believer in a close home/school partnership and your support is valued. You can contact me 

by passing a note in the morning, emailing the office at enquiries@saltwood.kent.sch.uk or 

speaking to me at the end of the day once I have dismissed the class and I will get back to 

you as soon as I can. 

 

Meet the Teacher 
After school on Monday 14th September, parents and carers are invited into the room for an 
informal chat as well as a brief look around the classroom. I will be available to answer 
questions and introduce myself for those of you who don’t already know me. I look forward 
to seeing you then.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

Ms J Wakelin 

Class Teacher 

mailto:enquiries@saltwood.kent.sch.uk

