SALTWOOD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY
SCHOOL

CLASS 2 NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN 2026

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome back! I hope you’ve a had a restful summer and are ready for the start of the new term. Having met the class
at the end of last term, | am really excited to get to know them better and help guide them through their final year of
Key Stage 1. I've outlined a few things about the new term and year below including some things that might be new
in Class 2.

‘Secret Star’

Over the course of the year you may hear about who the ‘Secret Star’ was each day. The Secret Star is my way of
helping inspire excellent classroom behaviour and attitude while developing a sense of unity and teamwork within the
class. Each day, | choose a child at random* who is the Secret Star. Only the adults in class know who it is, and we
monitor the child’s behaviour in line with our classroom rules (decided by the children). If they have demonstrated
consistently good behaviour throughout the day, they are announced as the Secret Star at the end of the day and get
an individual prize. By winning the Secret Star they also help progress the class towards a whole-class reward at the
end of the week. Please note: If children are Secret Star but don’t have a good day, the Secret star remains anonymous

but the children are told that the Secret Star has not won the prize.
*While it will start as a random selection, | keep track of the children who win so that | can make sure everyone has a chance to be Secret
Star. Please don’t tell the children this though!

Reading and Accelerated Reader

As you'll remember, we introduced our new Accelerated Reader scheme at school at the end of last year and by the
end of this year most of the class will be off of the book bands and accessing reading books from our school library.
The children will have completed their Star Reader Assessment by the time you read this and their new Zone of
Proximal Development (ZPD) will be written on the inside cover of their reading record. This will be a decimal
number range (e.g. 2.2 - 3.2) and these inform the children which level books they should be reading. As this is a
range, the lower end of your child’s scale will be easier, while the top end will be challenging yet still achievable.
When children finish a book, they will then take a quiz at school testing their comprehension of what they’ve read.
Passing quizzes adds to the children’s ‘word count’ which totals throughout the year, and children are awarded
prizes for hitting certain milestones.

Please continue to support your child’s reading at home as often as possible. While some children may be
developing confidence with independent reading, it is important to both encourage this and continue to listen to
your child read.

PE Days
Our PE days in Class 2 are Tuesdays and Wednesdays, so please ensure your child comes into school in their full PE kit

on these days including appropriate footwear. Children with earrings must either be able to remove them themselves
before taking part or come in to school without them.




Homework

The children have been given an English and Maths homework book and these will go home every Friday with a
specific page or pages to complete by the following Wednesday. These pages are selected by me based on what the
children have been learning in class or what’s coming up, so please ensure the children complete the correct pages
and don’t do any extra!

We go through the homework tasks together on Wednesdays, so please try to make sure it is completed on time.

Our Curriculum

Our curriculum in Class 2 aims to build on the foundations of their learning from their previous years and extend
these ideas further, particularly in English, Maths and RE. In some areas of the curriculum the children will be
covering brand new concepts and topics which will hopefully excite and engage them.

In English we will cover a range of writing genres between now and Christmas through some brilliant children’s
literature. In Maths we will be looking at place value of numbers to 100, addition and subtraction and 2D and 3D
shapes.

We shall also be studying the following subjects in other curriculum areas outlined below:

Subject Term1 | Term 2
Science Living Things and Their Habitats
D&T Textiles: Make a Moving
Christmas Character
Geography Antarctica
History The Great Fire of London
P.E. Multi-Skills Invasion games
R.E. Creation: Who made the Incarnation: Why does
World? Christmas matter to Christians?
Music Pulse, Rhythm and Pitch Playing in an Orchestra
Computing Computing Systems and Programming: Algorithms and
Networks: What is a Computer? | Debugging
E Safety: What happens when | E-Safety: How do | keep myself
post online? safe online?
Art Drawing — Understanding Tone
and Texture
P.S.H.E Mental Health and Wellbeing Keeping Safe Online

Dates for your Diary

‘Meet the Teacher’ drop in sessions — Monday 14" September after school
Harvest Festival — Friday 2" October 9:30am

INSET Day - Friday 23" October

Parents Evening — Tuesday 10" and Thursday 12" November
Class Worship — Wednesday 11*" November 9:30am

I’'m always very keen for open communication with you all so if you ever need anything and can’t catch me on the
door at either end of the day please email enquiries@saltwood.kent.sch.uk who will make sure your message finds

me. | will do my best to reply as soon as possible!

Hope you and your children enjoy the new term!

Kindest regards

Mr Wells
Class Teacher
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